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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FY 1951 


Dur: the Fiscal Year 1951, the Library acquired 
17,000 books 80,000 serial pieces; two-thirds of the 
serial material was obtained through our Gift and Exchange 
ration. The total nditure for books and serials was 
#70,000, of which 9% went for old and rare books. Seventy- 
ive hundred serial titles are being received; 1000 new 
serial titles were added to the collections this year; 
1700 serial titles are being received by exchange for the 
Current List. 


t hundred outgo shipments were uade from our 
Duplicate Exchange and these totaled 144,000 pieces; 50,000 
of these went to libraries outside the UAited States. Three 
hundred shipments were received,amounting to 184,000 pieces. 
It was by all odds the biggest exchange year in AML history. 


Twenty-two thousand titles were cataloged; this is 

3000 more than last year, and twice the production of four 

_ ago. Recataloging is proceeding at a rate which is 

times that of four years ago. Some 191,000 cards were 
filed in our catalogs. 


Two yy? ag were added to tne Art Collection, 
and over twice S number were cataloged and indexed. 


We sent 8700 volumes to the bindery; this is a pitiful 
showing, and is entire due to the lack of funds. The 
variation of support for s activity {s shown by the fact 
that we managed to bind only half as many volumes in 1950, 
whereas in 1949 twice this number of volumes was bound. 


Over 138,000 items were drawn from the stacks for use 
during the year; this includes 30,000 volumes which were 
lent to other libraries, the great ——— going to gov- 
ornment libraries. Over 11,000 reference questions were 
answered, and 226 bibl iogre es were . The Photo- 
up ication Section received 56,000 o in pm gs to 
hich over a million and a half s of film prints 
bre made. In Cleveland, the Histore of Medicine Division 
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added 1000 items to its collection, restored 665 books at 
its binding studio, answered 725 inquiries, and microfilmed 
417,000 pages. 


The Current List was indexing about 1250 periodical 
titles, accounting for Some 85,000 individual articles, dur- 
ing the fiscal year; the figure for the calendar year comes 
to over 101,000 articles. The total distribution of the 
Current List is now about 4400 copies. The Index-Catalo 
sontinued, with a reduced staff, its phasing-out aCETVITIss 








The personnel "freeze" of 31 August 1951 held the 
Library to a ceiling of 224 persons. The total operat 
cost for the Library for the Fiscal Year 1951 is estim 
at $1,150,000. 


CURRENT LIST IN 1952 


The December 1951 cumulative index number of the Cur- 
rent List will be massive; it will contain over a thousand 
pages, and will be issued in two parts because of the gath- 
ering and binding problems it offers. This cumulative index 
will be in the hands of the printer before Christmas. The 
delivery date of the finished book is yet undetermined. 


Late in January will appear the first issue or the new 
volume (v. 21, no. 1). ‘The subject-heading authority list 
to be used in the new volume has been completely revised and 
reoriented; standard sub-headings will reappear, while the 
free "sub-heading" (now known in AML jargon as the "modifi- 
cation") will also be retained. Format revisions will be 
prominent. Author and subject indexes will be separated, 
the former in a six-colunmn layout, the latter in three col- 
umns . Entries in the subject - index will bear a special 
notation when they refer to articles in languages other than 
English. The indexes will be cummlated semi-annually; that 
is, VOlume 21 will conclude with a cumulative index number 
for June 1952 and Volume 22 will begin with the issue for 
July 1952. 


An added feature of the January 1952 issue will By the 
inclusion of a rather lengthy statement on the subject- 
heading eeleey and practice of the Current List, which it 
is hoped will facilitate the rapid “and efficient use of 
the indexes, 


Anticlimactic note: ‘he Superintendent of Documents 
hes announced that, effective immediately, the subscription 
price of the Current List is raised to $9.75 domestic, 
$12.25 foreign. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 





AML SUBJECT CATALOG 


The Array Medical Lib Author Catalog 1950 contained 
as & new feature, & Subject index. TS ety is pleased 


to announce that for 1951 a separate sub iet a as 
well as an Author Catalog, will be published; se be 
available only together, as a single package. We contime 
to enjoy the cooperation of the Library of Congress in these 
ventures; their contribution to our program has been con- 
siderable. 





Copy processed up to the end of this month will be 
included in the new issues of the annual catalogs, which 
should be available early in the spring. Further announce- 
ments will be forthcoming. 


EXHIBITS 


The Library's exhibit for the month of December, "Med- 
icine in Art," was prepared by Mr. Joseph Tucker, Chief of 
the Administrative Division. The exhibit is divided into 
three categories - Anatomy, Care of the Sick, and portrai- 
ture or the Face of the Pesisian. In the first category 
emphasis has been placed on anatomical drawing by such mas- 
ters of the art as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, David, 
and others. Also represented in this section is work of 
Vesalius and by Rembrandt. The second category includes 
genre pieces from various schools, including t famous 
Gross Clinic by Thomas Eakins. In the final category effort 
has been made to include portraits of famous physicians by 
old and modern masters. All work with the exception of a 
lithograph by Charles Jacque, from the collection of the 
Army Medical Library, is shown in reproduction. 





A joint exhibit of the Armed Forces Institute of Path- 
ology and the Army Medical Library, featuring Laennec and 
his invention of the stethoscope, will be on display dur- 
ing the month of December at the Institute's Medical Museum. 


HISTORICAL DIVISION 


The Historical Division of the Army Medical Library 
wes redesignated the "Historical Unit, Army Medical Service, 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington 12, D. C., ef- 
fective 1 December 1951 [Office Order No. 67, DA SGO 1951]. 
No physical relocation of the personnel, now a4 part of 
Office of the Surgeon General of the Army, is contemplated 
at this time. 












































MICROPRINT 


The Library administration has been considering the 
possibility of re-issuing the four serios of the Indexes 
Catalo in microprint form. Mr. Albert Boni, of Thee 
Readex Reovepetat Corporation, has made up some sample” 
sheets, copies of which may be had by writing the Director,;) 


Some volumes of Series 1 and 2 are out of print, and” 
the paper on which these series were printed is deteriorate 
ing rapidly. Ordinary methods of ting are practically © 
out of the question, due to cost factors. Mr. Boni esti- © 
mates that the entire four series in mic t could be” 
sold for about $75. In micr t, the 57 volumes of the ™ 
Index-Catalo; would fit into one or two ee 
Slip-cases, depending on whether one side or both sides of © 
the microprint page were utilized. ; 


Comments on this proposal are earnestly solicited. 


STAFF NOTES 


Qn Monday evening, 26 November, Miss Estelle Brodman, © 
Assistant Librarian for Reference Services, spoke to the — 
Science - Technology Group of the Special Libraries Asso=- — 
ciation in New York City on "The A Medical Library's — 


Contribution to the Bibliographic Control of Medical Liter- 
ature. E 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the History of Med-— 
icine Division, is the author of an article entitled "A 
Plan for a Comprehensive Medico-Historical Library: Prob- 
lems of Scope and Cove ," which appears in the Library 
quarterly for October 1951. 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


With the approach of the holiday season, we have turned 
our attention again to the matter of bringing out the AML 
Christmas card,financed, as in the past, by the Association 
of Honorary Consultants. As we'go to press the card is 
aly See mailing. We wish only that we were able to send 
one each of the Library's host of friends, but for the 
usual reasons its distribution mst be limited, 


Most of the planning of the design for this year's card’ 
was done by Dr. Claudius F. Mayer, as it was in previous 
years by Dr. W. J. Wilson, Mrs. Ethel M. Chase, and others. . 











